
Sermon # 644 
Mt. 26:31 ¶ Then Jesus said to them, "All of you will be made to stumble because of Me this night, for it is 
written: 'I will strike the Shepherd, And the sheep of the flock will be scattered.' (Zec. 13:7) 

 We as Christians sometimes, predicate our faith or spiritual walk on the faith and perceived walk of 
others. So when these individuals that we hang our faith on falters or stumbles or is struck down then we 
in turn falter and stumble in our walk.  

 Heb 13:7 Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith 
follow, considering the outcome of their conduct. 

 So I am not suggesting we don’t look toward godly men and women for examples but we don’t put our 
faith in neutral and be towed along in their draft. 

 Jude 1:20,21 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy 
Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 
eternal life. 

 Heb 12:2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 32 "But after I have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee." 
 There is the word of “doom” and the follow up word of encouragement 

33 Peter answered and said to Him, "Even if all are made to stumble because of You, I will never be made to 
stumble." 
 34 Jesus said to him, "Assuredly, I say to you that this night, before the rooster crows, you will deny Me 
three times." 
 35 Peter said to Him, "Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You!" And so said all the disciples. 

 They do not believe Him! they are relying on their own strength, Jesus has spoken this, it will happen 
Period! and this is what you will do! despite how strong you may think you are. They continue to 
operate in the fleshly realm and not the spiritual but we must remember they have not yet received the 
Holy Spirit as we have after our conversion.  

 Jesus will not argue with head strong emotions and beliefs. 
36 ¶ Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, "Sit here while I go 
and pray over there." 

 Gethsemane means oil press, a place of pressing to extract the oil from the olives. Very appropriate for 
our Lord will be pressed very hard and out shall flow blood not oil. 

 Lu 22:44 And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drops of 
blood falling down to the ground. 

 37 And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, (James and John) and He began to be 
sorrowful and deeply distressed. 
 38 Then He said to them, "My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me." 

 Stay and watch with me; In times of distress no one wants to be alone even our Lord who had the Father 
and His Holy angels but there must have been a comfort of loving friends with warm hands and hearts 
being close by. 

 We must never forget that our Lord was all human as well as all God and in taking on our humanity He 
was subjected to all the emotions are we are. 

 Heb 4:15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all 
points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

 39 He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, "O My Father, if it is possible, let this 
cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will." 

 Christ is not trying to bargain His way out of the cross, but to acknowledge that there was indeed no 
other way to make atonement for the sins of man. Here we find the shedding of blood as we spoke 
earlier in Luke 22:44 “His sweat became like great drops of blood…Jesus made atonement by His blood 
for our will. The will that chose to be disobedient and sin in the garden of Eden. 

 
 



40 Then He came to the disciples and found them asleep, and said to Peter, "What? Could you not watch with 
Me one hour? 

 They, like we, have a difficult time relating, to know what to do, when others are in grave circumstances 
…what to say, what not to say… poor Job was fine as long as his “friends” were quiet. That is why as 
Christians we need to operate in the Spiritual realm to have that discernment to know what to do to say. 
Jesus will now address that. 

41 "Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 
 The spirit indeed is willing,  “The mind, the disposition is ready, and disposed to bear these trials; but 

the flesh, the natural feelings, through the fear of danger, is weak, and will be likely to lead you astray 
when the trial comes. Though you may have strong faith, and believe now that you will not deny me, yet 
human nature is weak, shrinks at trials, and you should, therefore seek strength from on high. This was 
not intended for an apology for their sleeping, but to excite them, notwithstanding he knew that they 
loved him, to be on guard, lest the weakness of human nature should be insufficient to sustain them in 
the hour of their temptation”. Albert Barnes 

 Read Romans  7:14-25 for Home work 
 42 Again, a second time, He went away and prayed, saying, "O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away 
from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done." 

 As we said in verse 39 Our Lord is not bargaining but acknowledging there was no other way. 
 43 And He came and found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy. 
 44 So He left them, went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words. 

 Lu 22:43 Then an angel appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening Him. 
 45 Then He came to His disciples and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at 
hand, and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. 
 46 "Rise, let us be going. See, My betrayer is at hand." 
  
47 ¶ And while He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, with a great multitude with swords and 
clubs, came from the chief priests and elders of the people. 
 48 Now His betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "Whomever I kiss, He is the One; seize Him." 
 49 Immediately he went up to Jesus and said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" and kissed Him. 
 50 But Jesus said to him, "Friend, why have you come?" Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and took 
Him. 
 51 And suddenly, one of those who were with Jesus (Peter) stretched out his hand and drew his sword, struck 
the servant of the high priest, (Malchus)  and cut off his ear. 

 Lu 22:51 But Jesus answered and said, "Permit even this." And He touched his ear and healed him. 
 52 But Jesus said to him, "Put your sword in its place, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 
 53 "Or do you think that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide Me with more than twelve 
legions of angels? 
54 "How then could the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must happen thus?" 

 Peter is operating from the flesh and not the spirit; This was and is a spiritual battle that our Lord fought 
and the disciples were ill prepared to spiritually stand beside the Lord, (watch and pray) so they reacted 
from the physical the fleshly human response 

 Eph 6:12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly 
places. 

 55 In that hour Jesus said to the multitudes, "Have you come out, as against a robber, with swords and 
clubs to take Me? I sat daily with you, teaching in the temple, and you did not seize Me. 
 56 "But all this was done that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled." Then all the disciples forsook 
Him and fled. 

 1Pe 1:20,21 He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these 
last times for you 21 who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him 
glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 


